
 
 

CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE A HOUSTON 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY THE 
FRENCH CONSULATE in HOUSTON 

 
in support of an APPLICATION FOR A SCHENGEN (SHORT-STAY) VISA  

for STUDY PURPOSES 
 
A missing document or photocopy = an incomplete visa file = high risk of delay in obtaining the visa. 
Attention! (a) Consulates cannot make photocopies for applicants. (b) Applicants are required to appear in 
person at the Consulate only once. The applicant’s passport, containing the visa (visas are never granted on 

the spot), can be returned to the student using a secure form of delivery provided by the student. The Consulate 
assumes no responsibility in case of loss. 
 
Please note: At the discretion of the consular officer, applicants may be required to provide documents in 
addition to those listed below. 

 
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO BRING TO YOUR VISA APPOINTMENT 

 
When applicants come to the Consulate to apply for the visa, they need to bring the original 
and a copy of each document in the following list. Original documents must be 
presented and the Consulate will not make copies. If these conditions are not met, the visa 
will be denied.  
 
Check the box opposite each required document to ensure that your file is complete. 
 

□ 1. COPY: A copy of the student’s official acceptance letter or acknowledgment of 

enrollment. This letter should: 
- be addressed to the student and mention his or her full name, and be printed on 
institutional letterhead; 
- specify the beginning and end dates (day, month, year) of the academic program; 
- include full contact information for the individual issuing the offer or 
acknowledgment, as well as the full address of the educational institution, and be 
signed and stamped. 
Three cases are possible: 
(a) Students taking part in an exchange program between an American and a French 
institution. In this case, the acceptance or enrollment letter may be issued from either 
institution provided the formal exchange agreement is identified and the information 
specified above is provided. The letter should include an institutional address in 
France. 
b) Students enrolling directly in a French institution as an independent student. In this 
case, the acceptance or enrollment letter must be from the admitting institution and 
include all of the information specified above. The letter should include the address of 
the French institution. 
c) Students enrolling in an American program in France (operated by an American 
institution with a branch in France). In this case, the acceptance or enrollment letter 
must come from the American institution and include all of the information specified 
above. The letter should include an institutional address in France. 
 



□  2. ORIGINAL + 1 PHOTOCOPY: Positive proof of residence in Texas, Oklahoma, 

Arkansas or Louisiana: 
- Lease or rental agreement in the applicant’s name or a notarized statement from the 
owner or leaseholder plus a recent (utility) bill in the applicant’s name 
- or the applicant’s driver’s license issued by Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas or 
Louisiana  
- or a valid student ID card (or a statement issued within the past 2 months from the 
registrar of your university, which must be located in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas or 
Louisiana. 
 

 

□ 3. ORIGINAL: 1 application form for short-stay visa (downloadable), completed and 

signed. 
 

□ 4. 1 recent photograph in U.S. passport photo format. 

 

□ 5. ORIGINAL + 1 PHOTOCOPY (ID pages): 

 Passport in good condition, with a date of expiration at least 3 months after the end 
of the student’s proposed stay in the Schengen area, issued within the past 10 years 
and containing at least 2 blank pages. 

 Photocopy of the pages containing the passport holder’s personal data, including 
signature, passport number, etc. 

 

□  6. ORIGINAL + 1 PHOTOCOPY: Proof of resident status in the USA 

 U.S. permanent residence card ("green card") 

 or a valid US visa with valid I-94 / valid I-20 

 or an Advance Parole document 
The above mentioned documents must be still valid after the last day of your stay in 
the Schengen area.  
Applications for a visa from B1/B2 visa holders in the United Stated are not accepted. 
Such applicants must apply in their country of residence. 
 

□  7. Visa application and processing fee (nonrefundable) in the U.S. dollar equivalent 

of €60 (check your local Consulate’s website as the rate of exchange changes 
frequently).  
Exceptions: Recipients of scholarships from the French government or European 
Union (Chateaubriand, Eiffel, Franco-American Fulbright Commission, Erasmus 
Mundus, Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie) are not required to pay the 
application and processing fee. 

 

□ 8. ORIGINAL + 1 PHOTOCOPY: Proof of sufficient means of support: 3 last 

 months banks statements 

 Nonscholarship students must prove that they have access to at least $80 per day.  
Proof may be provided in the form of (i) a bank statement of the student showing a 
balance of $80 multiplied by the number of days to be spent in France, or (ii) a 
notarized statement from a guarantor declaring that the guarantor will provide the 
student applicant with at least $80 per day, accompanied by the guarantor’s three last 
bank statements. 
OR 



 Official letter from the university mentioning that the program has been fully paid in 
advance.  

 

□ 9. ORIGINAL + 1 PHOTOCOPY: Official letter from insurance company 

A written document from your insurance company that indicates coverage of EACH of the 
following requirements: 
  The coverage is valid for the Schengen States or valid worldwide; 
  The insurance policy covers repatriation; 
  The insurance covers urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospitalization or death; 
  The minimum coverage amount is 50,000 US$; 
  The document indicates your full name as the insured person, and the effective dates of 

medical coverage. 
Please check carefully whether your medical insurance will pay directly the providers in the 
Schengen countries for emergency medical expenses, emergency hospitalization and 
repatriation for medical reasons or death. 
Many US medical insurance companies reimburse the costs of emergency medical treatment 
abroad but do not pay directly the providers. These policies will not be accepted as proof of 
medical insurance. We invite you to have a letter from your insurer indicating that payments 
will be made directly to the provider (Schengen States or worldwide). 
 
If your US medical insurance company does not make direct payments to the provider, you 
can purchase international travel insurance online. The Consulate will request the letter from 
the insurance company with all the above requirements. The Consulate does not accept 
insurance cards or insurance booklet. 
 

□ 10. ORIGINAL + 1 PHOTOCOPY: Proof of accommodation.  

Hotel reservation or lease or rental agreement or, if applicable, letter from the 
university stating the name and full address of your host family or attestation of 
accommodation. Your host in France must obtain a certified document at the City Hall 
of the town he is living on a permanent basis in France, by showing a proof of identity 
and 2 proofs of lodging (rental contract, and phone bill or power bill…). The original of 
the document must be presented to the French consulate in order to be stamped. 

 

□  11. AIRLINE TICKET OR RESERVATION: An airline reservation showing date of 

departure and return. It is not possible to modify the start date of a visa once the 
application is made. 

 

□ 12. For applicants who do not want to pick their visa in person at the Consulate: a 

self-addressed prepaid envelope with a tracking number (FEDEX, UPS,  
 EXPRESS MAIL). FEDEX Account number and FEDEX Ground envelops are NOT 

accepted. Please keep your tracking number on the envelope so that you can check 
the status of your package delivery. 
 
You will have to fill out all the information on the prepaid envelope: 

From/Sender: Your full name and your address (the Consulate should not appear as 
the sender)To/Recipient: Your full name and your address 

 



ATTENTION : If you intend to combine your stay with a touristic trip, please note that 
the consular officer needs to check all of your hotel bookings or rentals for the whole 
duration of your stay in the Schengen area. 


